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Emergency Medical Services AB 1607

* CA Maddy Emergency Medical
Services Fund

* Keeps in place existing funding to
reimburse counties for costs
related to EMS

* 15% pediatric trauma allocation

\(‘K | San Diego (

Yune 16, 2026
The Honorable Senator Akilah Weber Pierson
Chair of Senate Health Committee
Capitol Office, 1021 O Street, Room 7310
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SUPPORT- AB 1607 (M. Gonzalez): Maddy Fund Sunset Elimination.
Dear Senator Weber Pierson:

On behalf of the Southern California and San Diego Chapters of the American College of Surgeons, we

offer our strongest support for Assembly Bill 1607- Emergency Medical Services by Assembly Member
Gonzalez

As california surgeons, we provide care to all patients including adults and childran who require
emergency medical services. The Maddy Emergency Medical Services funds are a crucial funding stream
that allows for 3 stable and well-trained workforce to provide lifesaving care for pediatric trauma and
emergency services. These funds also support vital access to specialized resources, enhance injury-
prevention efforts, and improve outcomes for our community members. Currently this funding is set to
expire January 1, 2027.

A child injured in a motor vehicle crash is immediately evaluated by prehospital emergency medical
services and receives life-saving care in the field regardless of insurance status. This child is then
transferred 1o a trauma center and may receive necessary blood transfusions, advanced airways, and
even life-saving emergency surgery. Access to this advanced specialized care is possible due to
California’s investment in the Maddy Funds. Continued investments ensure that trauma centers
continue to deliver uninterrupted high-quality and equitable care to protect children and adults across
california.

‘We are very pleased to offer our full support for AB 1607. We are grateful for your commitment to
protecting public heaith and safety. We are proud to provide expertise in trauma care across California
including from members who sit on the Amarican College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma, American
Association for the Surgery of Trauma, Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma, and Regional
Trauma Committees. Maddy funding is crucial for ongoing patient support, coordination of care and
improvements of prehospital and trauma care across California. Please do not hesitate to contact us with
questions that you may have.

Sincerely,

/ - =

Lydia Lam, MD FACS Steven Chen, MD FACS

President, Southern California Chapter President, San Diego and Imperial County Chapter
Ty

Sigrid Burruss MD, FACS Romeo Ignacio, MD FACS

Southern California Advocacy Chair San Diego and imperial County Advocacy Chair




AB 2346 Electric Bicycles

Require speedometers on all Class 2 e-bikes
(throttle assist with no pedaling needed,
electric motor < 750 watts, max speed
20mph) sold after Jan 1, 2029

Authorize local authorities to set speed limits
on bicycle paths or multiuse trails

Set speed limit of 10 mph on sidewalks

Require sellers and distributors of e-bikes to
provide information at or before point of sale
of each e-bike on: Class, max speed, battery
wattage, any age restrictions, helmet
requirements, written description of CA e-
bike laws, website address for safety and
training program information

AC$/ | San Diego Chapter
¥ Northern California

August 22, 2026

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Request for Signature on AB 2344 (Wilson, Berman) - Vehicles: Electric
Bicycles and Speed Limits

Dear Governor Newsom:

On behalf of the Southern California, San Diego and Northern California
Chapters of the Ameri College of Surgeons (ACS), we offer our strongest
support as the united ACS Joint Advocacy Committee as a co-sponsor for
Assembly Bill 2344: Safer E-Bikes, Safer Communities Act.

As Cadlifornia’s surgeons. we have gathered existing data to raise
awareness among policymakers of the emerging hazards of electric bikes (e-
bikes). The popularity of e-bikes has led to a significant increase in riders
involved in crashes over the last three years, resulting in serious disability and
death. Data from the National Electronic Injury Surveillance System
demonstrated that e-bike riders have a materially different risk and injury profile
from riders of conventional bicycles. The increased speed. increased stopping
distance, and heavier bicycles all contribute to e-bicycle injuries that more
closely resemble those of motorcycles. There has been a dramatic increase in
alarms raised through news media outlets regarding the safety of e-bikes, and
the need for greater regulation.

Cumrent California law for e-bikes, like most other states, has a maximum
motor power of 750 watts and top speed of either 20 mph (Class 1 and 2) or 28
mph (Class 3). Many devices marketed in California as e-bikes have much
higher motor power and/or faster motor-assisted speeds than allowed by state
law as outliined in the recently published Mineta Report. Thus, consumers are
purchasing illegal e-bikes that can achieve speeds similar to mopeds and
motorcycles.




Safe CA Roads Coalition

SB 907 (Braun’s Law), strengthening protections against
repeat impaired drivers. The law helps ensure that
individuals whose DUI charges are reduced to a lesser
offense receive a clear warning that driving impaired again
and taking a life could result in more serious charges,
including murder.

AB 1546, strengthening criminal penalties for repeat DUI
offenders.

AB 1685, increasing DMV violation points from two to
three for convictions involving vehicular manslaughter and
gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated.

AB 1687 (Irene’s Law), imposing longer license-revocation
periods and ignition interlock requirement




Safe CA Roads Coalition

AB 1830: Ignition Interlock Devices

Held in Submission

Southern California Chupier

AC

August 31, 2026

The Honorable Sabrina Cervantes

Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 7330

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1830 (Petrie-Norris): Ignition Interlock Devices — SUPPORT AND REQUEST FOR
AMENDMENTS

Dear Senator Cervantes:

On behalf of the Safe California Roads Coalition, representing more than 60 organizations
working to prevent impaired driving, supporting victims and survivors, and making
California’s roads safer, we write in support of AB 1830 (Petrie-Norris) and respectfully
request the removal of recently added language allowing a person convicted of a first-time
DUI to serve a license suspension instead of installing an ignition interlock device (IID)

AB 1830’s core requirement, that individuals convicted of DUI, including first-time
offenders, install an IID, is a direct and effective public-safety measure. An lID physically
prevents an impaired driver from starting a vehicle. A license suspension does not.

Although a suspended driver is legally prohibited from driving, nothing physically prevents
that individual from getting behind the wheel. Allowing a suspension in lieu of IID
installation therefore creates an unnecessary gap in the bill's protections.

Moreover, a “first-time offender” is not necessarily someone who has driven impaired only
once. Traffic safety research has long demonstrated that many impaired drivers drive
under the influence repeatedly before their first arrest. Allowing those convicted of DUI to
choose an unmonitored suspension places that risk back on innocent drivers, passengers,
pedestrians, bicyclists, roadside workers, and families.

Requiring an lID does not deny individuals a path forward. It allows them to continue
driving legally to work, attend treatment, care for their families, and meet other
responsibilities, while providing a meaningful safeguard against driving after drinking. It




SB 1124 Lung Cancer Information

* Requires lung cancer screening
signage at places that dispense

tobacco product

Southern California (s
/

v,
April 10, 2026
The Honorable Mia Bonta
1020 N Street, Room
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: $B 1124-Public Health: Lung Cancer Screenings - SUPPORT

The Southern California Chapter of the American College of Surgeons is pleased to support S8 1124
related to lung cancer screening. This bill will require the California Department of Public Health to
create signage for lung ca eligibility criteria,

Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths in California with 16,920 California residents
diagnosed with lung cancer in 2024, and 9,320 died from this disease. This is much higher than deaths.
due to colorectal {S500), ovarian (1410), and leukemia {2330) cancers. Yet, we cansistently have the
lowest lung cancer screening rates in the country. Much of this refates to lack of knowledge about lung
cancer screening with about 62% of Americans unaware that screening exists. Nationally, 80% of
patients are diagnosed with lung cancer at an early stage. However, in California, only 25.9% are
diagnosed at an early stage.

Screening is key to early identification and treatment to reduce deaths. Lung cancer screening is
generally covared by insurance if patients meet high risk criteria but awareness of this is still limited.
The United States Preventive Services Task Force recommends yearly lung cancer screening for
individuals that include that following factors:

 Have 3 20 pack-year history or more

«  Are between the ages of 50 and 80

+  Currently smoke or have quit within the past 15 years

“This bill will help expand knowledge about lung cancer screening and address California's particularly
low screening rates. For these reasons, Southern Californiz Chapter of the American College of
Surgeons is proud to support S8 1124. We thank you for your commitment to this important issue.

Please do not hesitate to contact us with questions that you may have.

sincerely,

Lydia Lam, MD FACS Signd Burruss MD, FACS
President, Southern California Chapter Southern California Advocacy Chair

SB 1124 rchuleta
PUBLICHEALTH

California State Assembly \




CMA Collaboration

* Physician Health and Wellness program
* Prior authorization

e Medicare Reimbursement
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Protect Access to Care HR 9693

* Reform the Medicare Physician
Payment System

* Provide a permanent annual
payment update tied to the
Medicare Economic Index

* Modernize budget neutrality
policies

* Create physician led process for
developing clinically relevant
quality measures

* Expand opportunities for
physicians to participate in
alternative payment models




Prehospital Blood

* The Reimbursing Emergency Services for Critical Use of Emergency
(RESCUE) Blood Act

* Would require Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement for blood or
blood products administered by ground ambulances prior to or
during transport. National ACS is working on this but bill is not yet
introduced.




Hospital Emergency Preparedness

* Develop of cohesive emergency
preparedness plan including
sharing of resource availability

 |dentification of stakeholders
with ongoing discussions




Looking to the Year Ahead

Prehospital Blood

RMOCC Development and Funding
Ignition Interlock Devices

Electric Bicycle Safety

Cancer Screening

Physician Wellness

Prior authorization/utilization review
* Workplace Violence

* Scope of Practice

* Telemedicine

* Workforce training
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Legislation Congressional Record Committees Members

II Current Congress E\anvmes hr5, sres9, “health care’

Most-Viewed Bills | Top 10
H.R 1319 [117th] American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
H.R.1 [117th] For the People Act of 2021

H R 2590 [117th] To promote and protect the human rights of Palestinians living under Israeli military occupation and
to ensure that United States taxpayer funds are not used by the Government of Israel to support the military detention
of Palestinian children, the uniawful seizure, appropriation, and destruction of Palestinian property and forcible
transfer of civilians in the West Bank, or further annexation of Palestinian land in violation of international law.
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produced pnimarily for Members of Congress.
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Official Senate Print providing comprehensive
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May 3, 2021 by Margaret Wood
Congress.gov May 2021 New, Tip and Top
Last month, Robert publicized the addition of
historic materials to Congress.gov, including
the bound Congressional Record going back
to ..more
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Know Who Represents Your Interests

FEDERAL
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members

Look up your state elected officials that represent you in US
Congress, both in senate and the house of representatives).

STATE
https://openstates.org/find your legislator/

Look uIE your representatives both in senate and assembly for your
state that you are registered to vote in.

CA STATE info to follow state policy and law in progress.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov




ACS Surgeons Voice

Support Legislation to Stop the Cut to Work RVUs!

Urge your representative to cosponsor H.R. 7520 the “Efficiency Adjustment
Delay Act” and ensure surgeons are compensated appropriately!

Urge Congress to Oppose OMB's Proposed Changes to
Federal Research Funding

Proposed changes to the federal grantmaking process could undermine research
and patient care.

Participate in Advocacy at Home!

Participate in the Advocacy at Home program, a grassroots advocacy initiative
designed to connect surgeons with their elected officials throughout the summer
and fall months.

Urge Your Members of Congress to Cosponsor the

2 = P L ]
Improving Seniors’ Timely Access to Care Act o H ese coes oo

Surgeons across the country are facing setbacks in providing services to patients eoe *0 S000e
because of prior authorization processes that are overly stringent and wrongly
implemented both by private insurance companies and by the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) contractors that administer Medicare
Advantage health plans. The American College of Surgeons is working with

Congressional leaders to bring more transparency and efficiency to PA




How to Contribute SurgeonsPAC

* To contribute online: Visit www.surgeonspac.org (log in
required using your facs.org username and password).

e To contribute via mobile device: Text ACSPA to 41444.

* To determine your contribution status: Once logged in to
www.surgeonspac.org, click on “My Profile” and then select
“Contribution History” to review your current year/total
giving history.
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